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ESOL International 
 

English Listening Examination 
 

Level A1 Beginner 
 
 
 

Instructions to learners 

Check that you have the correct paper.  

Do not open the paper until you are told to do so. 

Please complete the information on the Answer Booklet. 

Listen to the instructions. 

Use black or blue ink. Do not use pencil. 

You must not use a dictionary. 

Total marks available: 31 

You have 35 minutes to finish the examination. 
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Part 1  
 
You will hear ten sentences twice. Choose the best answer in each situation.  
 
Now read the answers. You have two minutes to read the answers. 
 
Now listen to the recording and select the best answer.   
 
Mark the answer on the Answer Booklet. 
 
1. a. She is a teacher. 

b. Her name is Carol Smith. 
c. She is 16 years old. 

 
2. a. I come from China. 

b. My birthday is in July. 
c. I am going home. 

 
3. a. Tomorrow is Tuesday. 

b. I am going shopping. 
c. It is the weekend. 

 
4. a. No, I cannot. 

b. Yes, I am. 
c. Yes, I do. 

 
5. a. I have two cats. 

b. I have two sisters. 
c. I have two friends. 

 

6. a. Yes, I can. 
b. Yes, I cannot. 
c. Yes, I do. 

 

7. a. I like coffee. 
b. I like rice. 
c. I do not like cola. 

 

8. a. It is Friday. 
b. It is August. 
c. It is raining. 

 

9. a. It is in my bag. 
b. It sells pastries. 
c. It is next to the bank 

 

10. a. I do not have any brothers. 
b. We have a big house. 
c. There are seven. 

 

 
 
. 
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Part 2 
 
You will hear two conversations. You will hear them twice. 
 
You have two minutes to read the questions and answers for both conversations. 
 
Now listen to Conversation 1 
Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 
 
Conversation 1 
 
1. What is the name of the restaurant? 

a. Mario's Pizza. 

b. Pedro's Pizza. 

c. Jo's Pizza. 

 

2. When do they want to book for? 

a. Tonight. 

b. Tomorrow lunchtime. 

c. Tomorrow night. 

 

3. How many people are going to the 

restaurant? 

a. Five people. 

b. Three people. 

c. Two people. 

 

4. What time is the table booked for? 

a. 8 o'clock. 

b. 5 o'clock. 

c. 8.30. 

 

5. Which pizzas are for children? 

a. Spicy pizzas. 

b. Smaller pizzas. 

c. Bigger pizzas. 

 
Now listen to the conversation again and check 
your answers. 
 
 

Now listen to Conversation 2   
Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 
 
Conversation 2 
 
1. What size coffee does the customer want? 

a. Large coffees. 

b. Medium coffees. 

c. Small coffees. 

 
2. What does the customer ask about? 

a. Which sandwiches they have. 

b. What kind of coffee they have. 

c. What cakes they have. 

 
3. How does the customer pay? 

a. By card. 

b. By cash. 

c. By phone. 

 
4. How many sandwiches does the customer 

buy? 
a. One sandwich. 

b. Two sandwiches. 

c. Three sandwiches. 

 
5. What is the total cost? 

a. £4.20. 

b. £3.50. 

c. £14.20. 

 
 

Now listen to the conversation again and check 
your answers 
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Part 3  
 
You will now hear two broadcasts. You will hear them twice.  
 
You have three minutes to look at the questions for both broadcasts. 
 
Now listen to Broadcast 1 
Record your answers on the Answer Booklet.  
 
Broadcast 1 
 
1. How is London described? 

a. Bright and sunny. 
b. Wet and windy. 
c. Sunny and windy. 

 
2. What do you need if you are out in the sun? 

a. A hat. 
b. An umbrella. 
c. A coat. 

 
3. What should you drink if you are out in the 

sun? 
a. Coffee. 
b. Tea. 
c. Water. 

 
4. What do they say you should wear to keep 

warm? 
a. A jumper. 
b. A jacket. 
c. A scarf. 

 
5. In Cardiff, do not forget your: 

a. Suncream. 
b. Jacket. 
c. Umbrella. 

 
Listen to the broadcast again and check your 
answers. 
 
 
 
 
 

Now listen to Broadcast 2  
Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 
 
Broadcast 2 
 
1. What is Furry Friends? 

a. An animal charity. 
b. A wildlife charity. 
c. A vet's charity. 

 
2. What do they ask for? 

a. Help. 
b. Vets. 
c. Money. 

 
3. Where is the charity? 

a. In the next town. 
b. The north side of the town. 
c. In the centre of the town. 

 
4. What things can you do to help? 

a. Cuddle and walk the animals. 
b. Feed and clean the animals. 
c. Play with and talk to animals. 

 
5. What are the others ways you can help? 

a. Give blankets and food. 
b. Give children's toys. 
c. Take a pet home. 

 
6. What should you do if you want to help? 

a. Email the centre. 
b. Visit the centre. 
c. Phone the centre. 
 

Listen to the broadcast again and check your 
answers. 

End of Examination 
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ESOL International 
 

English Reading Examination 
 

Level A1 Beginner 
 
 
 

Instructions to learners  

Check that you have the correct paper.  

Please complete the information above. 

Use black or blue ink.  Do not use a pencil. 

You may NOT use a dictionary. 

There are 31 questions in this examination.  

You must attempt all the questions.   

Record your answers on the Answer Booklet.   

Total marks available: 31 

You have 60 minutes to finish the examination. 
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Part 1 
 
Match the picture with the correct word. Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 
 

1. 

 

a. Fish. 

b. Bird. 

c. Frog. 

2.  

 

a. Glasses. 

b. Goggles. 

c. Helmet. 

3.  

 

a. Dog. 

b. Goat. 

c. Mouse. 

4.  

 

a. Guitar. 

b. Drums.  

c. Radio. 

5.   

 

a. Scarf. 

b. Handbag. 

c. Shoes. 

http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=28&url=aHR0cDovL3NodXR0ZXJzdG9jay43ZWVyLm5ldC9jLzM5NDIyLzQzMDY4LzEzMDU/c3ViSWQxPWxpc3QmdT1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGd3d3LnNodXR0ZXJzdG9jay5jb20lMkZwaWMubWh0bWwlM0ZpZCUzRDEzNjc5ODI3Nw==
http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=28&url=aHR0cDovL3NodXR0ZXJzdG9jay43ZWVyLm5ldC9jLzM5NDIyLzQzMDY4LzEzMDU/c3ViSWQxPWxpc3QmdT1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGd3d3LnNodXR0ZXJzdG9jay5jb20lMkZwaWMubWh0bWwlM0ZpZCUzRDEzNjc5ODI3Nw==


NOCN ESOL International Listening, Reading and Writing 
Level A1 Beginner SAMS Set B 
Test Booklet 

 

NOCN ESOL Listening, Reading and Writing 
Level A1 Beginner 
Test Booklet   Page 7 of 16 

Match the picture with the word. Record your answers on the Answer Booklet.  
 
 

6. 

 

a. Sheep. 

b. Cat. 

c. Horse. 

7. 

 

a. House. 

b. Boat. 

c. Train. 

8. 

 

a. Cake. 

b. Ice cream. 

c. Vegetable. 

9. 

 

a. Island. 

b. Swimming pool. 

c. Garden. 

10.  

 

a. Shark. 

b. Starfish. 

c. Jellyfish. 

http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=28&url=aHR0cDovL3NodXR0ZXJzdG9jay43ZWVyLm5ldC9jLzM5NDIyLzQzMDY4LzEzMDU/c3ViSWQyPWRldGFpbCZ1PWh0dHAlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuc2h1dHRlcnN0b2NrLmNvbSUyRnBpYy5taHRtbCUzRmlkJTNEMTA1MzYyNDc0
http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=28&url=aHR0cDovL3NodXR0ZXJzdG9jay43ZWVyLm5ldC9jLzM5NDIyLzQzMDY4LzEzMDU/c3ViSWQyPWRldGFpbCZ1PWh0dHAlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuc2h1dHRlcnN0b2NrLmNvbSUyRnBpYy5taHRtbCUzRmlkJTNENzE5MTQ4MzQ=


NOCN ESOL International Listening, Reading and Writing 
Level A1 Beginner SAMS Set B 
Test Booklet 

 

NOCN ESOL Listening, Reading and Writing 
Level A1 Beginner 
Test Booklet   Page 8 of 16 

Part 2 
 
This is about my routine. 
 
Choose the correct word to fill the gaps. Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 

 
1. In the __________ I wake up. 

a. Tuesday 

b. midnight 

c. morning 

 
2. I __________ my teeth. 

a. eat 

b. brush 

c. wash 

 
3. I go to __________ 8.30am. 

a. school 

b. house 

c. bus 

 
4. I __________ lunch with my friends. 

a. go 

b. have 

c. has 

 
5. I __________ through the park. 

a. goes  

b. eat 

c. walk 
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Part 3 
 
This is about Joshua.  
 
Choose the correct word to fill the gaps. Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 
 
6. Joshua is a __________. 

a. teach 

b. doctor 

c. nursery 

 
7. He __________ his job. 

a. listens 

b. loves 

c. goes 

 
8. Joshua starts work __________ 7am. 

a. at 

b. in 

c. to 

 
9. He __________ the bus to work. 

a. has 

b. goes 

c. takes 

 
10. Joshua __________ a pizza. 

a. buys 

b. pay 

c. does 
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Part 4 
 
Read the text. Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 
 

Anne is ill. She has a headache and a sore throat. She calls her boss. She tells them that she cannot 
come to work today. 
 
She calls the doctor. They tell her to rest. They tell her to take some medicine.  
 
Anne stays in bed. She falls asleep for a few hours. 
 
Her husband makes her hot soup. He runs her a warm bath. She says thank you. She says she is 
better.  

 
11. How is Anne? 

a. She is ill.  

b. She is good.  

c. She is angry. 

 
12. What does Anne tell her boss? 

a. That she would like some soup. 

b. That she cannot come to work. 

c. That she will take some medicine. 

 
13. How long does Anne sleep for? 

a. All day. 

b. Five hours. 

c. A few hours. 

 

14. What does Anne say to her husband?  

a. That she can't go to work. 

b. That she is tired. 

c. Thank you.  

 
15. How is Anne's bath decribed? 

a. Hot. 

b. Cold. 

c. Warm. 

 
16. How does Anne feel after her bath? 

a. Warm. 

b. Better. 

c. Hot. 
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Part 5 
 
Read the text. Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 

 

Free English Classes  
  
Do you want to learn English this summer? Come and join our English for Beginners class. It is every Monday and 
Wednesday. The class runs for 10 weeks. It starts on 1st July. It finishes on the 9th of September. 
 
You need to bring a pen and a book. You will study English speaking, listening, writing and reading. There will be 
some homework.  
 
There will be an exam at the end of the course. You will receive a certificate.  
 
If you would like to join this class, please phone student services on 05900 876 454. 

 
17. What does the English class cost? 

a. It is free. 
b. £9.00. 
c. £10.00. 
 

18. What days are the classes on? 
a. Monday and Friday. 
b. Wednesday and Thursday. 
c. Monday and Wednesday. 
 

19. What do you need to bring to class? 
a. Your exam results. 
b. A pen and a book. 
c. Some reading. 

20. What will you get at the end of the course? 
a. A certificate. 
b. A book. 
c. Homework. 
 

21. How can you join the class? 
a. Go on the website. 
b. Go to the student office. 
c. Phone student services. 

 

End of Examination 
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ESOL International 
 

English Writing Examination 
 

Level A1 Beginner 
 
 

Instructions to learners 

Check that you have the correct paper.   

Please complete the information above. 

There are four tasks. You must attempt all tasks. 

• You must write two sentences for Task 1 

• You must write five sentences for Task 2 

• You must write ten sentences for Task 3 

• You must fill in the gap with the correct word for Task 4. 

Use black or blue ink. Do not use a pencil. 

You may NOT use a dictionary. 

Total marks available: 40 

Allow time to check your work before the end of the examination.  

You have 60 minutes to finish the examination. 

 
 
 
  



NOCN ESOL International Listening, Reading and Writing 
Level A1 Beginner SAMS Set B 
Test Booklet 

 

NOCN ESOL Listening, Reading and Writing 
Level A1 Beginner 
Test Booklet   Page 13 of 16 

Task 1  
 
Form filling - Allow around 10 minutes for this task. (10 marks)  
 
You want to start a cooking class. 
 
Fill in the form.  
 
Write two sentences about why you want to learn to cook. 
 

Task 2  
 
Description - Allow around 15 minutes for this task. (14 marks) 
 
Describe the picture.  

Write five sentences. 

Use two prepositions of place and three adjectives. 

Write your description on the Answer Booklet. 
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Task 3  
 
Free Writing - Allow 25 minutes for this task. (13 marks) 
 
Write ten sentences about your favourite meal. You may write about:  

 
• what it is called 

• what food is in it 

• when you like to eat it 

• why you like it. 

 
Remember to check your spelling and punctuation.  

 
Write your answer on the Answer Booklet. 
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Task 4  
 
Gap Filling - Allow 10 minutes for this task. (3 marks)  
 
Look at the sentences.  
Choose the correct word to fill in a gap.  
Look at the example. 
 
Record your answers on the Answer Booklet. 
 
Example: 
 

This is         my         sister. 
 

a. me 

b. my   

c. mine 

 

1. Kerry is ____________ a book. 
a. reading 
b. read 
c. reads 

 
2. My sisters  ____________ happy. 

a. are 
b. is 
c. can 

 
3. Can I have ____________ water? 

a. few 
b. some 
c. a 

 

4. He  ____________ not live here. 
a. is 
b. do 
c. does 

 
5. I wake up ____________ 7:00 am. 

a. on 
b. in 
c. at 

 
6. I go swimming ____________ Saturday. 

a. every 
b. in 
c. to 

 

 

End of Examination 
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